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Current Status - 21st Century

É Emergence of new or newlyinfluenza 

recognised pathogens (e.g. Avian , Ebola, 

Marburg, Nipah, SARS)

É Resurgence of well characterised 

outbreak-prone diseases (e.g. cholera, 

dengue, measles, meningitis, shigellosis, 

and yellow fever) 

É Accidental or deliberate release of a 

biological agent (e.g. BSE /vCJD, anthrax)
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The Reality ïWe are Vulnerable

lEpidemic/pandemic diseases will continue to emerge and re-emerge because of

ÅEfficient adaptation of the microbial world and environmental change

ÅPoor adaptation of the human world, human behavior, trade, travel and technology !

lPandemic influenza and other emerging epidemic diseases present a major 

threat to life, economies and security in an increasing inter-connected and 

inter-dependant world 

lThese events expose existing weaknesses in public health systems and the 

need for rapid response drains resources, staff, and supplies away other health 

priorities
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The 21st Century - Approach

É Preparedness is the key

É A generic approach (flexible systems)

É Crisis management must beé

É Multi-sectorial

É Multilevel 

É Inclusive networks 

É Animal-human surveillance

É New technologies
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Collective Risk /Event Management

üIHR (2005) defines a risk management process where 

Member States work together and through the Secretariat 

to collectively manage acute public health threats

üThe key functions of this global system are to

üDetect

üVerify

üAssess

üInform

üAssist
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Coordination of Response

É Epidemiology

É Laboratory science

É Clinical Management 

É Infection Control

É Environmental health

É Health education

É Medical anthropology

É Risk communication

É Logistics

É Othersé
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Why have IHR?

üSerious and unusual events that pose harm to the 

public are inevitable, we can be better prepared

üGlobalisation - problem in one location is 

everybodyõs headache 

üAn agreed code of conduct PROTECTS against:

the spread of serious risks to public health

the unnecessary or excessive use of restrictions in 

traffic or trade for public health purposes
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Five key changes from the 1969 regulations

1. Scope ïnotification, response

2. National Focal Points for communications

3. Obligation to establish core capacities

4. Recommended measures for response

5. External advice regarding actions under IHR

Revision of International Health Regulations

(WHA58.3) Adopted 23 May 2005 
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A paradigm shift

From control of borders to containment at source

From diseases list to all public health threats

From preset measures to adapted responses
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GOARN is a global technical 

partnership, coordinated by WHO

ïto provide rapid international

multi-disciplinary technical

support for outbreak response

GOARN = global outbreak and response network
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